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Reawakening the Mineral
Legacy of lllinois Creek:
The History 1981-1998

The history of Western Alaska Copper & Gold /
Western Alaska Minerals and the mineral
exploration at lllinois Creek is more than 40
years in the making. Anaconda Copper
Company first explored the district in the early
1980’s, opening up the vision of a large-
mineralized district with significant potential. Kit
Marrs and his wife, Joan, were working for
Anaconda in those years and led that first
exploration team in their search for new mineral
prospects in the area. Together, Kit and Joan
have worked to advance the prospect off and
on since those early days.

“When you work on something for this long, it
becomes an integral part of your lives. Joan
and | have a passion for what we do here and
along with that, a sensitivity for what we are
creating, both environmentally and culturally”,
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says Kit Marrs, “We know that not only does it
affect our lives, but also understand that it both
affects and can provide benefits to those living
in the region.” In 1995, USMX acquired the
property and soon developed the first heap
leach gold mine in Alaska, known as the lllinois
Creek Mine. Many of the employees at lllinois
Creek were from surrounding villages. A lot of
people have good memories from working there
or visiting during that time. The mine operated
for approximately 18 months and then closed
due to low gold prices, which were $270/oz in
1997. The mine was reclaimed by the State of
Alaska in 2005 and has been idle ever since.

At that point, the state mining claims became
available and Kit, Joan and their good friend, Joe
Piekenbrock, who had also worked on the project
when it was a mine, re-staked the claims and
began to form a partnership to advance the
project around 2016.

Thus the story begins.












